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N T E R N E W S  I N T E R N A T I O N A L ®  supports open media

worldwide. The association fosters independent media in emerging

democracies, trains journalists and station managers in the standards and

practices of professional journalism, produces innovative television and

radio programming and Internet content, and uses the media to reduce

conflict within and between countries. Internews programs are based on

the conviction that vigorous and diverse mass media form an essential

cornerstone of a free and open society.

I N T E R N E W S  projects currently span Africa, Asia, Europe, the Middle

East, and North America.

B A S E D  in Paris, Internews International (II) is an association made

up of fourteen non-governmental organizations, which work in 47

countries. Its members are funded primarily by grants from foundations,

governments, and individuals.
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A N O N - V I O L E N T  uprising in
November of 2003 led to the
resignation of the president of Georgia
in what became known as the “Rose
Revolution.” One of the star players
in this historic event was the gutsy,
independent television station Rustavi-
2. As the only broadcaster willing to
stand up to the government and
inform the public about vote fraud
and the protests that followed, Rustavi-
2 helped catalyze the mass mobilization
of the population.

“Rustavi-2 is a great example of the
powerful and constructive role that
independent media can play in
society,” said John Boit, Internews’
Regional Director for Europe and
Eurasia.

“When the political fate of Georgia
was hanging by a thread in late 2003,
Rustavi-2 used its power masterfully,
in effect giving citizens instructions
on how to avoid violence and yet still
make their voices heard.”

For ten years the station has worked
fearlessly to expose government
corruption and abuses of power, paying
a high price for its uncompromising
stance. A top journalist and anchor of
a political talk show was murdered, a
grenade was thrown at the station, and
various government agencies harassed
the station with tax audits, legal
actions, and a long delay in granting
a national broadcast license.

Despite these obstacles, Rustavi-2 has
become the leading independent TV
station in Georgia and the
acknowledged model for non-
governmental stations throughout the
South Caucasus region.

“In our ten years of existence we have
always strived to inspire active
engagement by Georgian citizens in
the public life of the country,” said
Erosi Kitsmarishvili, Director General
and co-founder of Rustavi-2.

Since starting work in Georgia in
1994, Internews has provided extensive
support to Rustavi-2, including
training staff in investigative
journalism and news reporting skills,
and providing management, technical,
and legal advice. When the govern-
ment unsuccessfully tried to shut down
the station in 1995 and again in 1996,
Internews Georgia organized local and
international campaigns in support of
the station.

Rustavi-2 has won the admiration and
respect of media professionals
worldwide. In April 2004, this
courageous Georgian television station
received the National Association of
Broadcasters award for “International
Broadcasting Excellence.” And in July
of 2004, Rustavi-2 became an associate
member of Internews International.
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Georgian TV station Rustavi-2
played an instrumental role
in Georgia’s non-violent
“Rose Revolution.”

Profile: Rustavi-2 and the Power of Independent Media

For ten years the station has

worked fearlessly to expose

government corruption

and abuses of power, paying

a high price for its

uncompromising stance.
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Photos: India: Chris Stowers/India Panos. Pakistan: Sara Fareed/UKS Foundation. Central
Europe: Internews Romania. Southeast Asia: Guy Sharett. Middle East: Shannon
York/Internews. Afghanistan: David Trilling/Internews. Africa: Gboyega Sotunde/Internews.
New Independent States: Internews Azerbaijan.

Internews Highlights

H E  following photos feature
some of Internews’ current
activities fostering open and
independent media around
the world. As of July 2004,
Internews had worked with
2600 radio and television

stations and print publications, and had trained 32,000
media professionals worldwide.* Last year Internews
produced or facilitated the production of 1500 hours
of television and radio programming, which reached
a potential audience of 199 million radio listeners and
152 million TV viewers. Internews has advocated for
fair media laws in seventeen countries, and has worked
for open and accessible Internet policy and liberalized
telecommunications policy in 34 countries.

* Training figure includes each media professional at each Internews training
event. Some individuals participate in multiple trainings.

T

The Global Internet Policy
Initiative, a project of Internews
and the Center for Democracy and
Technology, promotes the growth
of an open and democratic
Internet in India and fourteen
other developing countries.

I N D I A

Internews has trained Pakistan’s
first generation of non-govern-
mental women radio journalists.
With support from Internews,
these women produce the
country’s first independent
syndicated program that features
women as both producers
and subjects.

To promote information access
for all, Internews’ dot-GOV
project works for open and fair
telecommunications policy in 23
developing nations. In Romania,
dot-GOV has established
telecenters in remote regions and
advises the government on
technical issues.

P A K I S T A N

C E N T R A L  E U R O P E

S O U T H E A S T  A S I A

In a traditional Thai ceremony,
a Buddhist monk blesses the
opening of Internews’ new
regional office in Bangkok in July.
The office provides support for
Internews’ work promoting
independent broadcast and print
media throughout Asia.



In nine countries of the Middle
East and North Africa, Internews
has trained hundreds of print
and electronic journalists in
accurate, responsible journalism.
Participants are encouraged to
develop a code of ethics to
guide them in reporting on a
range of issues.

M I D D L E  E A S T

A F G H A N I S T A N

A F R I C A

N E W  I N D E P E N D E N T  S T A T E S

Internews has organized high
school students in Armenia,
Azerbaijan and Georgia to
produce “Kids Crossroads”
together. Promoting
understanding and tolerance in
the region, this TV program is one
of two regularly-aired sources of
cross-border information
produced by Internews.

In Nigeria and Kenya, Internews
trains radio journalists, talk show
hosts and deejays in how to report
effectively on HIV/AIDS and
reduce stigma. Journalists can
research and edit radio stories at
Internews’ media resource centers.
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Internews has built twenty radio
stations across Afghanistan to
date, with plans for at least a
dozen more as part of a national
network of independent local
stations. Internews Afghanistan’s
news and cultural programming
now reaches nearly half of the
population.
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Donors

OPEN MEDIA BENEFACTORS
Henry S. Dakin
Markos Kounalakis
Ahmed Rashid
Diane Meyer Simon
Raisa Scriabine

FOUNDATIONS & DONOR-ADVISED FUNDS
Andree Wagner Peace Trust
AOL Time Warner Foundation
Atlantic Foundation
Beagle Foundation
Bertelsmann Foundation
Bushkin Family Foundation
Carnegie Corporation of New York
Charles Stewart Mott Foundation
The Christensen Fund (TCF)
C. M. & Raquel H. Newman Trust
Conanima Foundation
Conservation International Foundation
Coxe/Otus Fund
David and Lucile Packard Foundation
Eurasia Foundation
Firedoll Foundation
Ford Foundation
GE Foundation
German Marshall Fund of the US
Gregory C. Carr Foundation
Janet Wright Ketcham Foundation
Japan Foundation
John D. & Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation
John Merck Foundation
John S. and James L. Knight Foundation
Joyce Mertz-Gilmore Foundation
Karl Popper Stiftung (Germany)
Kenbe Foundation
Know-How Fund (UK)
Konrad Adenauer Stiftung (Germany)
Lippincott Foundation
Markle Foundation
Michael Douglas Foundation
Miriam & Ira D. Wallach Foundation
Moriah Fund
Nathan Cummings Foundation
Open Russia Foundation
Open Society Institute
Patchwork Charitable Foundation
Ploughshares Fund
RealNetworks Foundation
Rockefeller Financial Services
Rockefeller Foundation
Samuel Rubin Foundation
Smith Richardson Foundation
Swanee Hunt Family Foundation
TAUPO Community Fund
Trust for Mutual Understanding
Wallace Global Fund
Whitehead Foundation
W. K. Kellogg Foundation
Working Assets Grantmaking Fund of Tides 

Foundation

INDIVIDUAL DONORS
Richard S. Alper
Anthony Arnold
Robert D. and Sandra A. Antle
Dean R. and Mary L. Armstrong
Archie Bard
Ralph Bartel
Howard P. Belon
Barbara E. Bishop
Martin Blakeway
Goldie Blanksteen
Dale Blommendahl
Ralph Blumenau
Jeanne Bourgault and Ray Jennings
Cathleen Bowan
Martha W. Bush
Douglas J. Campbell
John R. and Harriet S. Corporon
Claude and Kitty Daley
Dr. Richard A. Eisner
Eve Ensler
Paul A. Erskine
Maria Angeles Espinosa Azofra
Coralie Farlee
Andrew T. and Helene R. Felber
Jennifer C. Fiore and John L. Merz
Johanna Mendelsohn Forman
Gary I. Friend and Tara Sonenshine
Chris Frolking and Margaret Nulsen
Anthony Garrett
Richard R. Garza
Alan W. H. Gourley
Anne P. Harte
David H. Harte
Gerard Hendrix
Jeffrey and Vesna Heyman
Robert and Marjo Hitchcock
David Hoffman
Ellen Hume and John H.F. Shattuck
Dana Johnson and Mark Nelson of The Cantus Fund
Christine Kiernan
Peter Khoury
Nelson C. and Helen C. Ledsky
Evelyn S. Lieberman
Annette Makino and Paul W. Blank
Pam Mendelsohn
Riley C. and Valerie L. Neel
Bill and Saba Pratt
Theresa M. Rabel
Sarah Carey Reilly
Susan E. Rice
Stanley K. Sheinbaum
Julie M. and Neil Sherman
Lisa M. Slatt and Alan Spanos
Alan Spoon
Barbara H. Stanton
Irwin P. Starr and Charlotte Valentine
JoAnne M. Sullivan
Sarah J. Tisch and Carl J. Bobrow
Haleh Vaziri
Jamie Waterman
Marion Weber
Anonymous Donors
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Internews International
Board of Directors

Internews Armenia, represented by
Nouneh Sarkissian

Internews Azerbaijan, represented by
Ilham Safarov

Internews Europe, represented by
John West

Internews Kazakhstan, represented by
Oleg Katsiev

Internews Network, represented by
David Hoffman

Internews Russia, represented by
Manana Aslamazian

Internews Ukraine, represented by
Oleg Moskalevich

Internews International
Full Members

Information Development Promotion
Foundation (Belarus)

Internews Armenia
Internews Azerbaijan
Internews Bosnia-Herzegovina
Internews Europe
Internews Georgia
Internews Kazakhstan
Internews Kosova
Internews Kyrgyz Republic
Internews Middle East
Internews Network (USA)
Internews Russia
Internews Ukraine
Internews Uzbekistan

Associate Members
Abamedia (USA)
Indonesia Media Law and Policy Centre
Institute of Modern Media, Al Quds

University, Jerusalem
Internews Interactive (USA)
Link Media (USA)
Media Center (Serbia and Montenegro)
Media Development Center (Bulgaria)
Media Rights Agenda (Nigeria)
Rustavi-2 TV station (Republic of Georgia)
WNVC TV station, Washington, DC (USA)
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International Organization for Migration (IOM)
Ministry of Press and Information, Russian Federation
National Science Foundation
Norwegian Ministry of Foreign Affairs
Office of the High Representative (OHR),

Bosnia-Herzegovina
Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe

(OSCE)
Royal Netherlands Embassy in Indonesia
Royal Netherlands Embassy in Rwanda
Royal Netherlands Embassy in Thailand
Swedish International Development Agency (SIDA)
Temporary Media Commissioner, Kosovo
United Nations Development Programme (UNDP)
United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural 

Organization (UNESCO)
United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees 

(UNHCR)
United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF)
US Agency for International Development (USAID)
USAID Office of Transition Initiatives (OTI)
US Department of State
World Bank
World Health Organization (WHO)
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CORPORATE AND BUSINESS DONORS
ARD/Checchi Rule of Law Consortium
Centurion Risk Assessment Services, Ltd.
Corporation for Public Broadcasting
Dan Harbour Insurance, Inc.
Development Alternatives, Inc.
Dow Jones and Company
El Pais (Spain)
General Dynamics
Hubbard Broadcasting Inc.
Independent Broadcasting System (NVS) (Russia)
Microsoft Corporation
National Bank of Greece
National Strategy Forum
Premier Financial Group, Inc.
SETA Corporation
SN Servicing Corporation
Telegraph Group (UK)
TVT Associates
VeriSign Inc.

NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS
Academy for Educational Development
Association of Canadian Community Colleges
Association
Center for Citizen Initiatives
Center for Strategic and International Studies (CSIS)
Fojo (Sweden)
Goethe Institute
Independent Bureau for Humanitarian Issues

(IBHI-BiH)
International Center for Journalists
Internet Society, Armenia Chapter
Johns Hopkins University Bloomberg School for

Public Health, Center Communications Programs
Medienhilfe Ex-Jugoslawien (Switzerland)
National Endowment for Democracy
Pact, Inc.
Thomson Foundation (UK)
US Institute for Peace
Washington Research Institute
World University Service (WUS-Austria)

GOVERNMENT AND MULTILATERAL DONORS
Austrian Committee in Kosovo
Belgium Government Directorate-General for 

Development Co-operation (DGDC)
British and Commonwealth Foreign Office
British Council
British Embassy in Thailand
Canadian Fund for the Support of Russian Women
Council of Europe
Department of Foreign Affairs and International Trade

(DFAIT/Canada)
Department for International Development

(DFID UK)
Department for International Development SE Asia

(DFID SEA)
Development Cooperation Ireland (DCI)

(formerly Ireland Aid)
European Commission/EuropeAid:
    Asia Information Technology & Communication 

(Asia IT&C)
    European Initiative for Democracy and Human 

Rights (EIDHR)
    MEDA Democracy Programme
    Technical Assistance Programme for the CIS (TACIS)
Foreign and Commercial Office (UK)
French Foreign Affairs Ministry (MAE)
German Foreign Affairs Ministry
German Embassy in France
Government of Australia (AusAID)
Government of Ireland
Government of the Kingdom of the Netherlands
International Development Research Center (Canada)
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INTERNEWS® INTERNATIONAL OFFICES
Afghanistan (Kabul)
Armenia (Yerevan)
Azerbaijan (Baku, Ganja)
Belarus (Minsk)
Belgium (Brussels)
Bosnia-Herzegovina (Sarajevo)
Bulgaria (Sofia)
Côte d’Ivoire (Abidjan)
Egypt (Cairo)
Ethiopia (Adis Ababa)
France (Paris)
Georgia (Tbilisi)
India (New Delhi)
Indonesia (Jakarta, Depok)
Kazakhstan (Almaty, Astana)
Kenya (Nairobi)
Kosova (Prishtina)
Kyrgyz Republic (Bishkek, Osh)
Lebanon (Beirut)
Macedonia (Skopje)
Nigeria (Abuja)
Pakistan (Islamabad)
Palestinian Authority (East Jerusalem)
Romania (Bucharest)
Russia (Moscow)
Rwanda (Kigali)
Tajikistan (Dushanbe, Khujand)
Tanzania (Arusha)
Thailand (Bangkok)
Timor Leste (East Timor) (Dili)
Ukraine (Kyiv)
United States (Arcata, New York, Washington, DC)
Uzbekistan (Tashkent, Samarkand)
Vietnam (Hanoi)

ADMINISTRATIVE HEADQUARTERS
Internews International
14, cité Griset • Paris 75011 • France
Tel: +33 1 53-36-06-06
Fax: +33 1 53-36-83-41
Email: info@internews.fr
Web Site: www.internews.tv

Internews Network
P.O. Box 4448 • Arcata, CA 95518-4448 • USA
Tel:  +1 707 826-2030
Fax:  +1 707 826-2136
Email:  info@internews.org
Web Site: www.internews.org

INTERNEWS

“Internews (is) one of the more successful
agents of change in the former Soviet Union.
Starting in 1992, when Russians could watch
nothing but official news on state television,
Internews helped establish independent stations in
provincial cities across Russia, providing equipment
and training in both journalism and business
methods. It then helped create a network of these
independent stations, so they could exchange
experiences and share news without a Moscow bias.
The effect, in many places, has been revolutionary.”

— EDITORIAL, THE WASHINGTON POST

“Democracy cannot flourish
without a strong and independent media, making
the mentoring and training work done by Internews
an essential ingredient in the success of our country
going forward.”

— DR. JOSE RAMOS-HORTA, Foreign Minister of East Timor and 
Nobel Peace Laureate

“By giving voice and visibility to all
people – including and especially the poor, the
marginalized and members of minorities – the
media can help remedy the inequalities, the
corruption, the ethnic tensions and the human
rights abuses that form the root causes of so
many conflicts.”

— KOFI ANNAN, Secretary-General, United Nations

“(Internews’) success in promoting
democracy, pluralism, conflict resolution and the
growth of active, well-informed civil societies in
emerging democracies is undeniable.”

— SAN FRANCISCO CHRONICLE


